CITY Of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 202 


DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


February 18, 1993 

Terry Nelson, Personnel, San Diego Police Department 

Robert Thorburn, Assistant Chief, Office of Human 
Resources 

Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D.#4009 


Peter Caruso was terminated by this department on November 30, 
1990. A civil service hearing was scheduled for November 9 and 

10, 1992. 

Prior to the commencement of the hearing, it was determined by 
counsel for Mr. Caruso and the legal advisors of this department 
that a settlement would be in the best interest of all parties. 

Accordingly, it was agreed that if Mr. Caruso passed a background 
investigation which included a polygraph examination and a 
medical examination he would be reinstated as a Police Officer 

11. Mr. Caruso waived any rights to back pay and other 
associated benefits that would have accrued during the period 
from his termination date up to his date of reinstatement. 

I have been informed that Mr. caruso has passed his background 
investigation and is ready to be reinstated. 



RT:VG:cm 



CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO.- 
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 


320 

February 19, 1993 

Darlene Soda, Senior Clerk Typist, Payroll 

Terry Nelson, Supervising Administrative Analyst, Personnel 
Reinstatement of Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D.#4009 


Please reinstate Peter J. Caruso to Police Officer II, effective today, 
February 19, 1993. He should be returned at his former salary step, 
with no back pay or benefits. 

He will be assigned to Field Operations, Southeastern Area Station. 
Call me if you have any questions. 


TN:rtn 


TERRY NELSON 

Supervising Administrative Analyst 



CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 320 


DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


June 29, 1993 

Vera Slavik, Administrative Aide II, Fiscal Management 
Kathy Richeson, Principal Clerk, Personnel 
FY 93 Uniform Reimbursement for Officer Caruso 


Officer Peter J. Caruso was carried as leave of absence from 
November 30, 1990 through February 19, 1993. As such, he was not 
eligible for uniform reimbursement for FY 92. However, he was 
eligible for uniform reimbursement for FY 93 upon his return to 
duty. 

Please process the necessary paperwork to provide Officer Caruso 
with his FY 93 uniform reimbursement. If you have any q uestio ns 
regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at 


Personn ei Services 



cc: 


Victoria Gilner, Assistant to the Chief 
Peter J. Caruso, Officer 
Personnel File 
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE MATTER OF ) ORDER OF ATTACHED STIPULATION 

) 

THE APPEAL OF ) 

PETER J. CARUSO ) 

) 

FROM THE ORDER OF ) 

HIS TERMINATION _ \ 

THE ATTACHED STIPULATION IS ACCEPTED AND THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS SET FORTH THEREIN ARE HEREBY ORDERED PURSUANT 
TO VOTE OF THE COMMISSION AT A REGULARLY NOTICED AND 
CONSTITUTED MEETING. 


DATED: June 17, 1993. 
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

IN THE MATTER OF ) 

PETER J. CARUSO ) STIPULATION 

) 

_ ) 

This stipulation is entered into between Peter J. Caruso 
(hereinafter Caruso) and the City of San Diego Police 
Department (hereinafter SDPD) and is based upon the following: 

1. Caruso's employment by SDPD was terminated by virtue 
of and based upon the facts set forth in a Notice of 
Termination dated November 30, 1990. 

2. SDPD may be unable to establish, by a preponderance of 
evidence, certain allegations of fact as outlined in the Notice 
of Termination. 

3. Caruso and SDPD desire to terminate their dispute 
regarding Caruso's termination by SDPD by virtue of Caruso's 
appeal of his termination by SDPD to the Civil Service 
Commission of the City of San Diego (hereinafter CSC) . 

4. The parties agree that upon acceptance of this 
stipulation, Caruso will withdraw his appeal to the CSC. 
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5. SDPD has returned Caruso to duty effective February 
19, 1993, and he will remain with the SDPD after he withdraws 
his appeal. 

6. It is agreed between SDPD and Caruso that he will be 
subject to unannounced random urinalysis at the discretion of 
SDPD until February 19, 1994. 

7. The period between November 30, 1990, through February 
19, 19 93, will be calculated as a leave of absence with the 
exception of a period of twenty (20) days which will be 
considered a period of suspension. 

8. The SDPD will remove from Caruso's personnel file the 
Notice of Termination and in its place put a Notice of 
Suspension for a period of twenty (20) days. 

9. This stipulation is a complete stipulation between the 



Office of Human Resources 
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PERSONNEL 

DEPARTMENT 


RICH SNAPPER 
Personnel 
Director 

KENT LEWIS 
Assistant 
Personnel 
Director 


THE CITY Or' 

SAN DIEGO 

CITY ADMINI STRATION B UILDING •202 C STREET 
TELEPHONE 


CERTIFIED MAIL #781 856 855 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
DELIVER TO ADDRESSEE ONLY 



R ~C£}V£ q 

tfiSft&qO. CALIFORNIA 92101 

r ,, r „ ' "' T#: / s 

{yhlEF 0F POLICE 


September 16, 1992 


Peter Caruso 



Dear Mr. Caruso: 


The San Diego City Civil Service Commission has 
scheduled a hearing to be held in the Sixth Floor 
Commission Room, City Administration Building, Charles 
C. Dail Concourse, San Diego, 

FOR: November 9 & 10, 1992 

AT: 8:00 a.m. 

REGARDING: Your Termination from the City of 

San Diego Police Department 

As provided for in Ordinance No. 17721 revising Rule XI 
of the Rules of the CSC, the Commission has appointed 
one of its members to hear your appeal. This Hearing 
Officer is prepared to give whatever time is needed to 
assure a fair hearing in this case. The conduct of the 
hearing is governed by the provisions of Section 129 of 
the Charter of the City of San Diego and Rule XI of the 
Rules of the Civil Service Commission, copies of which 
are enclosed. Please note that Ordinance No. 17721 
supersedes the enclosed documents relating to appeal of 
removal. In order to expedite the hearing, it is 
requested that you examine these documents. On the 
date of the hearing, you will be requested to stipulate 
for the record that you have received and read the 
appropriate Rules and Charter Sections. Also enclosed 
is a document entitled, "Disciplinary Hearings." 

Please read this carefully, as it tells you what you 
need to do before your hearing and what to expect 
during the hearing. 


Printed o* recycled 




September 
Page 2 


i6, 1992 


Civil Service Rules provide that: 

"Any employee who has appealed to the Commission 
for a public hearing and fails to make an 
appearance at the hearing, either in person or 
through a duly authorized representative after 
having received notice of the time and place for 
such hearing may be deemed to have abandoned the 
appeal..." 

If you have any questions prior to your hearing, please 
call me. 



RICH SNAPPER 
Personnel Director 


RS: Is 

Enclosures 

cc: ^Bob Burgreen, Chief of Police 
James Sing, Captain 

Victoria Gilner, Deputy City Attorney 

Stuart Swett, Senior Chief Deputy City Attorney 

James Gattey, Attorney-At-Law 




THE CITY OF 

SAN DIEGO 

POLICE DEPARTMENT • HOI BROADWAY 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101-5729 . TELEPHONE: 


OFFICE OF 
BOBBURGREEN 

CHIEF OF POLICE 


IN REPLYING 
PLEASE GIVE 
our REF. NO. 


202 


November 28, 1990 


Peter J. Caruso 



CERTIFIED MAIL #P 760 134 931 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


Dear Mr. Caruso, 

I have considered the information presented at the hearing held in my office 
on November 28, 1990, during which you were represented by your attorney, Mr. 
Gattey. I can find no reason not to proceed with the proposed termination of 
your employment with the San Diego Police Department. 

Your actions in both the instances of obtaining steroids for the purposes of 
body-building and your part in the unreported traffic accident with a police 
vehicle violated several Department policies and procedures as noted in the 
Notice of Adverse Action. Your version of your actions in both matters lacks 
some credibility. 

By copy of this letter I am directing that you be terminated from employment 
with the San Diego Police Department immediately. 



Deputy Chief 


K.F: cm 


Dr. Leroy Brady 
Captain Jim Sing 
Kathy Richeson 
James Gattey 


cc: 







CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


430 

I0~Z9"90 

Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D. #4009 
James B. Sing, Commanding Officer, Northern Division 
Notice of Departmental Appeal Rights 


After consideration of the information provided during your Skelly interview on 

!0~ 17-QA g'f' 073 b _, I have decided to forward my recommendation for your 

termination to the Chief of Police. You have the right to appeal the .recom¬ 
mended discipline to the Chief of Police prior to any disciplinary action being 
taken. In order to appeal, you must submit a written appeal to the Chief's 
Office within three (3) working days of receipt of this notice. Failure to make 
written appeal within the three day period will be deemed a waiver of your right 
to appeal this disciplinary action within the Department. 


■1 


cer 


This totice/pf Departmental Appeal Procedure was handed to me in the presence 
of on /o I have been given full 

expranation as to my right of appeal within the Department and instructions on 
how to proceed. Receipt of this memorar 



imployee's Signature 


/£> 27-70 


Date 


CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 430 

DATE: 

TO: Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D. #4009 

FROM: James B. Sing, Commanding Officer, Northern Division 

SUBJECT: Advance Notice of Adverse Action 


This is to notify you that I am recommending to the Chief of Police that you be 
terminated from your position as a Police Officer II. I am proposing that your 
termination be made effective as soon as possible, given your right to appeal my 
recommendation. 

This recommendation for your termination is based on the fact that: 

You have been obtaining anabolic steroids from Dr. for the 

purpose of body building. An investigation conducted by the Internal 
Affairs Unit concluded that you were engaged in criminal conduct by 
violating California Health and Safety Code Section 11354(b), which states, 
"No person shall knowingly solicit, direct, induce, aid, or encourage a 
practitioner authorized to write a prescription to unlawfully prescribe, 
administer, dispense, or furnish a controlled substance," 

Anabolic steroids are a controlled substance and listed as Schedule III 
Drugs in Section 11056(f) of the Health and Safety Code. 

When you were interviewed by supervisors from the Internal Affairs Unit you 
were untruthful as to the reason you obtained anabolic steroids. You were 
also untruthful when you told the Internal Affairs investigators you had 
never injected yourself with anabolic steroids. 

You again made untruthful statements on July 6, 1990, to your immediate 
supervisor, concerning a police equipment collision which occurred on 
July 4, 1990. 

Your conduct violated the following Civil Service Rules: 

Civil Service Rule XI, Section 3(d), in that you violated the following lawful 
or official regulations: 

A. Department Policy 9.3, Obedience to Laws, in that you violated Health and 
Safety Code Section 11354(b) by obtaining steroids for the purposes of body 
building. 




Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D. #4009 
Advance Notice of Adverse Action 
Page 2 


B. Department Policy 9.29, Truthfulness, in that you made untruthful statements 
to Internal Affairs investigators concerning your use of steroids. During 
the interview of March 23, 1990, you denied obtaining steroids to assist in 
a body building program. Also during the interview you denied injecting 
yourself with steroids. In a follow-up interview on July 20, 1990, you 
admitted obtaining steroids for the purposes of body building. Also during 
the follow-up interview you admitted injecting yourself with steroids. 

On July 6, 1990, you made untruthful written and verbal statements to your 
immediate supervisor concerning the police equipment accident which occurred 
on July 4, 1990. You also gave untruthful written and verbal statements to 
the investigating Traffic officers. 

Previous disciplinary actions include: 



Therefore, based on the information available to me, I believe termination from 
employment is appropriate. 


Before any action is taken on this recommendation to terminate your employment 
with the City, you have the opportunity to respond and present any information 
you wish as to why this action should not take place. You have the right to be 
represented and may respond either orally or in writing to me by 

_ on _. A failure to respond to me by that time 

will be deemed a waiver of your opportunity to respond. A copy of all reports 
and notices of previous discipline upon which this action is based are attached. 
These are listed below: 

1. Officers John Smith and Peter Caruso's Daily Activity Journal, dated 
July 4, 1990. 

2. Collision Report, dated July 6, 1990, written by Officer D. Jennes, 

I.D. #3594, and S. Thompson, I.D. #3746, detailing the Police Equipment 
Collision of July 4, 1990. 



Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D. #4009 
Advance Notice of Adverse Action 
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3. Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, completed 
by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 7, 1990. 

4. ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer Caruso, dated July 9, 1990. 

5. ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer John Smith, dated July 9, 1990. 

6. Vehicle Damage Report, written by dated July 12, 1990. 

7. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Caruso and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 

8. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 


9. Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 24, 1990. 

10. Amended Collision Report completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated 
July 28, 1990, detailing the collision of July 4, 1990. 

11. Amended Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, 
completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 24, 1990. 

12. Memorandum, dated August 1, 1990, completed by Detective J. A. Stewart, 
Traffic Investigations Unit. 

13. Internal Affairs Investigation #90-003, completed 07-25-90, by Sergeant Joel 
Bryden which includes all related materials. 

14. San Diego Police Department Training Bulletin #89-2, Anabolic Steroids, 
dated April 4, 1989, written and prepared by Special Agent Joe Kenney, 
California Department of Justice, Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement. 




Peter J. Caruso, Police Officer II, I.D. #4009 
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The tape recorded interviews of Officers Smith and Caruso as well as the 
Communications tape of incident #B6548 will be maintained by Sergeant Richard 
O' Hanlon. 


James B. Sing, 
Commanding Officer 


On _ r-r-r-. _ 

I witnessed the personal delivery 
of this notice and the above-listed 
documents to the employee: 


Without agreeing or admitting 
to any of the statements 
above, I admit receiving this 
notice and the above-listed 
documents on 


Witness Signature 


Employee's Signature 


cc: City Manager 

City Personnel Director 
Police Personnel Office-file 



CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE MO: 430 

DATE: August 28, 1990 

TO: Gary L. Gollehon, Lieutenant, Northern Division 

FROM: Richard M. O' Hanlon, Sergeant, Beach Enforcement Team 

SUBJECT: Supervisor's Investigative Report Concerning Misconduct of 

Officer Peter J. Caruso, I.D. #4009 


SUMMARY 


This investigation involving Officer Peter J. Caruso, I.D. #4009, encompasses 
two separate incidents of misconduct. 

1. The use of anabolic steroids for the purposes of body building. 

2. Untruthful statements made during the investigation of a police equipment 
col 1ision. 

On January 8, 1990, Sergeant Joel Bryden, I.D. #3033, of the Internal Affairs 
Unit initiated an investigation into alleged steroid abuse by Officer Peter J. 
Caruso, I.D. #4009, The investigation revealed Caruso had obtained steroids for 
the purpose of body building in violation of Health and Safety Code Section 
11354(b). During this investigation Caruso made untruthful statements to 
Sergeant Bryden concerning his steroid use. 

On July 4, 1990, Officer Caruso was the passenger in a marked police unit, 
equipment 1207, driven by Officer John C. Smith, I.D. #4047. This unit was 
involved in a collision at 1100 Sea World Drive. The vehicle struck a raised 
center island. The impact caused moderate damage to Unit 1207. Neither Smith 
nor Caruso properly reported the collision. 

On July 6, 1990, Caruso made untruthful verbal and written statements to his 
immediate supervisor, Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon. Caruso- also made untruthful 
verbal and written statements to Traffic officers who were investigating the 
collision which occurred on July 4, 1990. 

Based on these untruthful statements, an inaccurate collision and Supervisor's 
Vehicle Accident Report were filed. 


INVESTIGATION 


Sergeant Joel Bryden, I.D. #3033, of the Internal Affairs Unit, initiated an 
investigation into illicit steroid use by Officer Peter J. Caruso, I.D. #4009. 
The investigation was started after a confidential source of information for a 
Narcotics Task Force detective identified a San Diego police officer as a 
possible steroid abuser. The confidential source of information told Detective 
David Johnson that Officer Peter Caruso was associating with known steroid users 
and dealers. The confidential source of information told Detective Johnson and 
Sergeant Bryden that Caruso is currently using steroids to assist him with his 
body building. 


August 28, 1990 

Gary L. Gollehon, Lieutenant, Northern Division 
Supervisor's Investigative Report Concerning Misconduct of 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

On February 22, 1990, Sergeants Hank Hiskes and Joel Bryden interviewed 
Department of Justice Agent Joseph Kenney. Agent Kenney is a nationally 
recognized authority on anabolic steroids. Agent Kenney wrote a Training 
Bulletin (89-2) on anabolic steroids for the San Diego Police Department. 
According to Agent Kenney, anabolic steroids are either taken orally, in tablet 
form, or are injected. Steroids taken orally stay in a subject's system for 
approximately three to six weeks. Injectable steroids stay in a users system 
anywhere from three to nine months. 

As of January 1, 1987, Section 11377(b) of the Health and Safety Code makes it a 
misdemeanor to possess, without a doctor's prescription, any anabolic steroid. 
According to Deputy District Attorney Mike Carleton, a legal advisor for the 
San Diego Police Department, a positive urine test for anabolic steroids would 
be evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that a person once ingested steroids. 


On March 23, 1990, Officer Caruso was interviewed by Sergeants Joel Bryden and 
Hank Olias of the Internal Af fairs Unit. During this interview Caruso stated he 
was under a doctor's care for 



steroids for the purposes of body building a nd als 
with steroids. Caruso's physician is Doctor 



aruso denied using 
enied i njecting himself 


At the conclusion of the interview Caruso submitted a urine sample for testing. 
This sample would be analyzed for steroids. 


On March 27, 1990, Sergeant Bryden and Detective Laursen drove to the University 
of California at Los Angeles Pharmaco^o^leDartment. The urine sample obtained 
from Officer Caruso was delivered to an employee in the 

Pharmacology Department. 

On March 28, 1990, Sergeant Bryden spoke with Department of Justice Agent Joseph 
Kenney. Bryden told Kenney that he (Bryden) was investigating a police officer 
and th^js^o^nabolic steroids. Agent Kenney told Sergeant Bryden that a 
Dr. ^^^^^^^^Hwas currently being investigated for excessive steroid 
prescriptions. 

Also on March 28, 1990, Sergeant Bryden spoke with Dr^H^^^|. Dr. 
specializes in internal medicine. According to Dr. ^^(itwould be 
inappropriate to prescribe anabolic steroids to help in body building. 


On April 3, 1990, Sergeant Bryder^ec^WecMTie results of Caruso's urinalysis. 
The results, according to Dr. the UCLA Department of 

Pharmacology, indicated that Caruso's sample contained a testosteron^to 
epitestosterone ratio of greater than 20 to 1. According to Dr. the 

ratio in this sample was probably as great as 50/70 to 1. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 


On April 17, 1990, Sergeant Bryden interviewed Dr. _ 

expert in the use of anabolic steroids. According to Dr 
te^osterone to epitestosterone ratio in a male is 3 to 1. 
MM! some 'individuals may have a ratio as high as 7 to 1. 



Dr. is an 
the typical 
According to Dr. 


On July 6, 1990, Sergeant Bryden assisted Agent Kenney with the service of a 


search warrant at the offices of Dr. 

_ Sergeant Bryden interviewed Dr. 
Dr. 


I inside the office. 


stated he was treating Officer Caruso for 


Dr. told Sergeant Bryden Officer Caruso had received five 

syringes and fourteen needles on February 19, 1990. The purpose of the needles 
an^svi^iqe^jas so Officer Caruso could inject himself with testosterone. Dr. 
^■■■^■told Sergeant Bryden Caruso initially came to him to assist with 
his (Caruso's) body building program. 


On July 10, 1990, Sergeant Bryden received a copy of Officer Caruso's medical 
file from Agent Kenney. This file was seized pursuant to State Search Warrant 
#14674. 


The following entries were made in Caruso's medical records which were seized 



Dr. Sergeant Bryden Officer Caruso purchased the syringes 

and needles to irnecMvimseVf with steroids. According to Sergeant Bryden's 
interview, Dr. IHH^^Hwas administering Officer Caruso the steroid 
testosterone cypionate. 

On July 20, 1990, Sergeants Hank 01ias and Joel Bryden of the Internal Affairs 
Unit reinterviewed Officer Caruso. During this interview Caruso admitted he had 
injected himself with anabolic steroids after February 2, 1990. (Caruso stated 
during the interview of March 23, 1990, he did not inject himself.) 

Officer Caruso stated the purpose for u^n^anab^^^eroids was to assist him 
in body building and for treatment of Later Caruso stated 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 


he 


initially went to Dr. 



to assist him in body building. ... 


On July 24, 1990, Sergeant Bryden recontacted Dr. 
to Sergeant Bry den that the only way to check for 

[Accorc^i^t^aruso's medical recorc 

by Dr. 


Dr. explaine d 
Us procedure was not 


According to Dr. if an individual had a testosterone to epitestosterone 
rati^of at least twenty to one there would have to be an outside source. 

Dr. stated that a ratio of 20 to 1 would indicate that a person received a 
substantial dose of testosterone that could be in excess of a normal therapeutic 
dose. 


Also, according to Dr. individuals who ar^being treated forHH 

■■■do not normally inject themselves. Dr. stated body builders using 
anabolic steroids frequently inject themselves. 

In addition, on July 4, 1990, at approximately 2230 hours, Officers John Smith, 
I.D. #4047, and Caruso were partners in equipment number 1207. They were 
involved in a police equipment collision that was not properly reported. Caruso 
was the passenger officer. 

0r^Iifl^^^l990^^t^pproximately 0700 hours, Northern Automotive Techrri^an 
!■■■■■■■■■■, attempted to drive equipment number 1207. HBfound 
the unit parked adjacent to the car wash along the east fence of the parking 
lot. As started the veincle he immediately noticed that the gear shift 

indicator was broken. As Udme the vehicle it became apparent that the 
steering column and alignment were also damaged. 

Unit 1207 was placed on a rack where the damage could be evaluated further. An 
examination of the vehicle revealed substantial undercarriage damage. The 
inside rear view mirror had been knocked off. The front bumper was misaligned. 
Both front rims were bent. There was damage to the front cowling near the hood 
latch. The inside hood bracing also had two dents in it from being struck by 
the engine. 

Equipment number 1207 is assigned to the Northern Division Beach Enforcement 
Team. At the time the damage was discovered the odometer read 82109.5. 
Lieutenant R. L. James, I.D. #1469, was notified of the damaged vehicle. 


Lieutenant Janies advised me of the damaged vehicle when I arrived at work. I 
reviewed the journals from July 1, 1990, through July 4, 1990, in an attempt to 
locate the last driver of that unit. During my review I was unable to locate 
the journal for Officers Smith and Caruso for July 4, 1990. I recalled seeing 
Smith and Caruso driving a black and white unit the evening of July 4, 1990. I 
did not recall what the equipment number was. I had seen the officers at the 
command post, at approximately 2200 hours on July 4, 1990, and advised them they 
were cleared to secure for the day. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

Thursday, July 5, 1990 was a day off for Officers Smith and Caruso. 

On Friday, July 6, 1990, I told Smith and Caruso that I needed their journal 
from July 4, 1990. They stated they had inadvertently left the document at the 
lifeguard station at 700 Ventura Place. I ordered Smith and Caruso to retrieve 
the journal and return immediately to Northern with the document. This journal 
would indicate which vehicle Smith and Caruso were driving on the 4th. 

Approximately forty-five (45) minutes later I attempted to raise Smith and 
Caruso on the radio. I walke^outMd^th^^a^on and saw Smith and Caruso by 
the garage area talking toa mechanic. Unit 1207 was 
up on a rack. 

I askec^mith and Caruso if they had retrieved their journal. They replied, 
"No,^Mtold us about the damaged car." At this point Smith stated, "I guess I 
damaged the car more than I thought." 

At approximately 1915 hours I asked Smith and Caruso about their knowledge of 
the damaged vehicle. Sergeant Dave Douglas, I.D. #2237, was also present during 
this initial interview. 

Officer John Smith stated essentially the following about the damaged vehicle: 

We were going to the "Cover Now" at De Anza Cove. I started out from near 
Fiesta Island. Traffic was really backed up. I was going Code-3, with my 
lights and siren. I hit the curb. The call went Code-4 after we got on the 
freeway. I drove to Mission Bay Hospital and checked the car. I didn't 
notice any damage to the hood or anywhere else. The steering was a little 
off. The car drove fine the rest of the night. The gear shifter felt a 
little funny. 

Officer Caruso stated essentially the following: 

We were going to a cover call at De Anza Cove. John was driving, we hit the 
curb at Sea World Drive near 1-5. We hit pretty hard. We didn't have a 
problem with the car the rest of the night. John said the gear shifter felt 
a little funny. We stopped at Mission Bay Hospital and checked the car. 

I'm not a mechanic. I didn't notice any damage. We didn't look at the 
undercarriage. 


On July 6, 1990, a Traffic supervisor, Sergeant W. Clem, I.D. #1484, and 
Officers S. Thompson, I.D. #3746, and D. Jennes, I.D. #3594, responded to 
Northern Division to investigate the police equipment accident. The damage to 
Unit 1207 was identified and photographed. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 


The following damage was identified: . 

1. Cracked right turn signal and housing, cracked right front bumper area. 

2. Broken shift linkage. 

3. Damaged oil pan. . 

4. Damaged front stabilizer bar. 

5. Bent front rims. 

6. Dents to the underside of the hood from the engine striking it. 

I ordered Smith and Caruso to locate their daily journal. I further instructed 
them to meet myself and the Traffic officers at Sea World Drive and Pacific 
Highway to locate the accident scene. 

Smith and Caruso retrieved their journal from July 4, 1990, and located the 
accident scene at 1100 Sea World Drive. At the accident scene Smith and Caruso 
gave written statements, ARJIS-9's, as to how the accident occurred. These 
reports were incorporated into the accident report written by Officers Jennes 
and Thompson, dated 07-06-90. 

The ARJIS-9 reports written by Smith and Caruso both indicated they were driving 
"Code Three" to a cover call at De Anza Cove. According to these reports Smith 
and Caruso were driving through a simulated island, eastbound on Sea World 
Drive. As they were driving through the island they struck a raised asphalt 
center median. Smith and Caruso stated that after striking the median the cover 
call went "Code Four." Smith drove to Mission Bay Hospital. Smith and Caruso 
stated inspected the vehicle and did not see any damage. Smith stated the 
alignment appeared to be off. 

Smith and Caruso stated they drove this unit for the remainder of their shift. 
Smith and Caruso secured from their shift at approximately 2300 hours on - 
July 4, 1990. 

The radio transmissions on Frequency Two and TAC were reviewed. The cover call 
occurred on July 4, 1990, at 1626 hours. (Incident number 5642.) A parking 
controller was struck by a vehicle while directing traffic at De Anza Cove. 

This vehicle was subsequently located and the occupants were taken into custody. 
The tape recording indicates Smith and Caruso, Unit 171Z, never advised the 
dispatchers on either frequency they were responding to the cover call. 

A review of Smith and Caruso's journal for July 4, 1990, shows they volunteered 
for the cover call. The time of the cover call noted on the journal is 1600 
hours. 

On July 6, 1990, I completed a Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation 
Report, form RM-1567. My investigation was based on Smith and Caruso's verbal 
and written statements to the Traffic officers. My investigation indicated 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 


Smith was driving Code-3 to a "Cover Now" call at De Anza Cove. While driving 
through a simulated island Smith struck a raised asphalt median at 1100 Sea 
World Drive. My investigation also indicated this collision was not properly 
reported. The Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report and Vehicle 
Damage Report were forwarded to the Fleet Safety Sergeant. 


On Saturday, July 7, 1990, 1 was at 700 Grand Avenue with 
Chairperson of the Citizen's Review Board on Police Practices. |^|^|was 
riding with me as an observer. We were approached by a citizen who inquired as 
of the officers involved in the accident. I asked this citizen, 
some general questions about the accident. 


to the welfare 


stated the accident occurred on Sea World Drive, 
police car hit a raised island at about fifty (50) mph. 
information and told him I would contact him in the next few days. 


s tated a 
I obtained 


On July 8, 199(^^^iU)propum^e | ^125(Mu}urs, I interviewed Automotive 
Technician ^^^Bstated essentially the following: 


I got to work about 7:00 o'clock in the morning. I got into Unit 1207 to 
roadtest it. That is normally the first thing I do when I get to work. As 
soon as I got in the car I knew something was wrong with the car. The rear 
view mirror was knocked off. The right turn indicator was broken. The 
bumper was bent. The gear shift lever was loose and was touching the dash. 
The car was parked along the fence by the car wash. Also the fiberglass 
cowling was broken. When I drove the car you could tell something was 
wrong. I told my boss about the damage. Whoever damaged the car had to 
know they did it. 

On July 9, 1990, Officer Smith and Caruso hand-delivered ARJIS-9 reports to 
Sergeant Douglas. These reports stated the original ARJIS-9 1 s submitted to the 
Traffic unit about the accident on July 6, 1990, were in error. The reports 
dated July 9, 1990, submitted by Smith and Caruso stated the accident occurred 
at 2230 hours. These reports stated Caruso and Smith did not check the vehicle 
for damage until they arrived at the Northern Substation. 


On July 9, 1990 
the telephone. 


nroximately 1410 hours, I interviewed 

pertinent information is as follows: 



over 


owing: 


I was with We were on Sea World Drive going towards 1-5. We 

were in the fa^Mane, closest to the middle. We were about two car lengths 
back from the intersection. I had the windows down, I saw flashing lights, 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 


but I didn't hear a siren. I heard skid marks. The police car went 
airborne after hitting the island. Two hubcaps came off. I thought they 
hit a sign but I can't be sure. The police car went north on 1-5 for two 
exits and then turned off. He was going over fifty miles per hour when he 
hit the median. 


On July 26, 1990, I reinterviewed The purpose of this interview 
was to clarif^he time of the collision. The interview was conducted over the 
telephone. stated essentially the following: 


The accident happened around 10:30 p.m. I'm sure of the time because it was 
after the fireworks. Traffic was bumper to bumper. 


(At 


this time I have been unable to interview 



passenger. 


) 


On July 11, 1990, I met with Detective James Stewart, I.D. #3378, of the Traffic 
Investigations Unit. Detective Stewart and I reexamined the collision scene and 
Unit 1207. The collision scene was photographed by Detective Stewart. Based on 
the examination of the collision scene and the damage to Unit 1207, Detective 
Stewart formed the following opinion: 

The driver of Unit 1207 would have to reasonably conclude that he/she was 
involved in an accident and should have been aware of the damage. There is 
not any damage on Unit 1207 consistent with the vehicle striking a sign. 


Detective Stewart's report is attached. 

The cost of repairing Unit 1207 is estimatec^^^94i^8^J^^nform^^on is 
contained in a damage report submitted bydated 
July 12, 1990. This report is attached. 

On July 13, 1990, at approximately 1905 hours, I interviewed Officer Peter 
Caruso. Prior to the interview Caruso reviewed all of the written materials 
that had been compiled during my investigation. Caruso signed the "Internal 
Affairs Review of Materials Policy 1 ' in my presence. Officer Caruso was also 
given the Garrity Warning prior to the interview. Officer Caruso requested 
representation and the interview was concluded. 

On July 13, 1990, at approximately 1940 hours, I interviewed Officer John Smith. 
Prior to the interview Smith reviewed all of the written materials compiled 
during my investigation. Smith signed the "Internal Affairs Review of Materials 
Policy" in my presence. Officer Smith was also given the Garrity Warning prior 
to the interview. Officer Smith requested representation and the interview was 
concluded. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

ro>dmately 1510 hours, I interviewed garage mechanic 
Hi stated essentially the following: 

I was in the garage. Car 1207 was up on the rack. Pete and John came over 
and I asked them who messed up the car. I told them to check it out. This 
was Friday evening (July 6, 1990). 

On July 24, 1990, at approximately 0800 hours, I interviewed Officer Peter 
Caruso. Also present was Caruso's attorney James Gattey. The interview was 
tape recorded. Prior to the interview Caruso and Gattey reviewed all of the 
documents I had compiled in this matter. I read Caruso the Garrity Warning 
prior to the interview. The interview was tape recorded. 

Caruso stated essentially the following: 

John was driving on July 4th. Traffic was backed up well past Sea World 
Drive, past the center divider both ways. John had the lights on and was 
tapping the siren. We were going 10-19, back up to the sub to secure at the 
end of shift. The accident happened about 11 o'clock in the evening. It 
didn't happen like we stated originally. It happened like we stated in our 
supplemental reports. 

We were going about thirty miles per hour or so when we hit. The time on 
the accident report is wrong. When we first learned of the accident, John 
was real worried that he was going to get terminated because we were going 
10-19 and not to a cover call. John thinks that you are not very fond of 
him. Plus statements that you made that any discipline we would get would 
be three times worse than anybody else. So instead of saying we were going 
10-19 we said we were going to a cover call. He said he was going to report 
it like that. I wasn't too keen on that. I did it to cover him. I knew I 
could change his mind probably over the weekend, and have us resubmit an 
addendum to the report, which we did. I had to work with him that night. 

He was my cover. If he submitted a report that says one thing and I submit 
a report that says he's lying, I would be putting myself at a risk. I 
weighed both of them and I wrote my report concurrent with his report. 

The accident happened when it was dark. Traffic was backed up from the 
beach because of the fireworks. There wasn't a cover call, John was driving 
to get around traffic. We hit a raised center island near Sea World and 
1-5. John did the journal that night. 

We parked the car in the back near the car wash. We always park back there 
because my own vehicle is parked back there, it is easy to unload. We 
didn't notice any hubcaps missing from the car. We did not put any hubcaps 
on the car. 




I 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

The accident was at about 10:30, right after we left the command post. We 
first became aware of the damage Friday after lineup, when we spoke to Bi- 
John said that the steering felt a little funny. He let go of the steering 
wheel and the car went straight. I told him to hit the brakes, he did and 
the car didn't do anything unusual. I've been in accidents similar to that 
where the front end was totally messed up, but this was fine. 

We never went to Mission Bay Hospital and checked the car. I don't recall 
the rearview mirror being knocked off. John left the journal down at the 
lifeguard tower. 

The accident was between 2230 to 2300, not earlier. We looked at the car 
when we got to Northern. I looked under the front and didn't see anything. 
John looked a little more than I did and he didn't see anything. The reason 
for the error in the time of the accident was because John thought he would 
be in trouble if he reported that we were going 10-19. He wanted to say we 
were going to the cover call. I went along with it. I knew I could get him 
to change his story, which we did, to what it was. At the time he wanted to 
report it like that. 

I could have reported it the way it happened. But I would put him in a 
position where he was lying or I was lying. I had to work with him the next 
night. 

(At this point the tape ran out. The unrecorded conversations were 
summarized on side two of the tape. The gap was approximately forty-five 
seconds.) 

I first became aware of the damage on Friday. The mechanic told John about 
it and John called me over. We went down to the P.O.A. and told them about 
it. We wrote an addendum to clarify the matter. 

The interview was concluded at 0825 hours. 

On July 24, 1990, at approximately 1405 hours, I interviewed Officer John Smith. 
Steve McMillan, Smith's representative, was also present. Prior to the 
interview Smith and McMillan reviewed all of the documents that I had compiled 
during the course of my investigation. Smith and McMillan also listened to the 
interview of Officer Caruso. Smith signed the "Internal Affairs Review of 
Materials Policy" in my presence. Smith was given the Garrity Warning prior to 
the interview. The interview was tape recorded. Smith stated essentially the 
following: 

Pete and I were in a black and white, equipment 1207, on July 4th. 1 was 
driving. The incident happened about 10:30, 11:00 o'clock p.m. We had just 
left the command post at Sunset Point. Traffic was heavy. I was going 
eastbound on Sea World Drive. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

I was driving on the center island and hit a raised island. I was driving 
on the island to get around traffic. I was going about 30 mph. I had my 

lights and siren on. I had the amber on and the red light on to the front. 

Periodically I would hit the siren. I don't think they were on the full 
rotation mode. 

I hit the island and came off of it. I went on 1-5. I didn't take any off 

ramps before La Jolla Village Drive. I parked the car in the back row. I 

normally park there. I examined the car about 11:15. I walked around the 
front and looked underneath the front end. I didn't look at the tires. I 
didn't notice any hubcaps missing. I didn't notice the rearview mirror 
missing. 

It felt like the wheel was a little funny. I let go of the wheel and the 
car went straight. I hit the brakes and the car didn't pull to either side. 

I did the journal that night. I left the journal in the lifeguard tower. I 
found it on the desk on the second floor. 1 did not put any hubcaps on the 
car. 

I first found out about the damage on Friday when I came back to work. The 
mechanic asked if I was driving the car. He said I messed it up. He said 
there was damage to the undercarriage. When I looked at it on the Fourth I 
didn't notice anything. 

Initially I said the accident occurred during a cover call, about 8 o'clock, 
8:30. I said that because I feared retaliation, from the command, because 
we were using the lights when we weren't supposed to. 

The accident actually occurred around 10:30 p.m., like we wrote in our 
addendum reports. We wrote the addendums on Monday. 

When I told you that I looked at the car at Mission Bay Hospital that was 
incorrect. After the accident I drove right to the station. The accident 
occurred at 10:30, initially I said the accident occurred earlier. The 
initial traffic report is wrong. 

The interview was concluded at 1420 hours. 

On July 29, 1990, I wrote an amended collision report. This report indicates 
the correct time of the collision, 2230 hours. The report also reflects that 
Officer Smith was not driving "Code 3" in response to a "Cover Now" call. The 
report indicates Smith was driving through a simulated island trying to get 
around traffic when he struck the raised island. Smith was not responding to a 
radio call but instead was driving to Northern Division when the impact 
occurred. 
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INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

On July 29, 1990, I prepared a revised Supervisor's Vehicle Accident 
Investigation Report, form RM-1567. 

The "Amended" collision report, revised supervisor's investigation and revised 
vehicle damage report have been forwarded to the Fleet Safety Sergeant. 


CONCLUSION 


Officer Peter J. Caruso engaged in criminal conduct by violating Health and 
Safety Code Section 11354(b). Caruso was injecting himself with steroids to 
assist with his body building program. An analysis of Caruso's urine showed the 
presence of steroids at a level far greater than what is considered normal. 
Caruso's testosterone level also exceededthelevel expected even if an 
individual were being treated for 


Health and Safety Code Section 11354(b) states: 


"No person shall knowingly solicit, direct, induce, aid, or encourage a 
practitioner authorized to write a prescription to unlawfully prescribe, 
administer, dispense, or furnish a controlled substance." 


Anabolic steroids are controlled substances and listed on Schedule III Drugs of 
the Health and Safety Code. 


During his interview of March 23, 1990, Caruso made untruthful statements about 
injecting himself with anabolic steroids. Caruso also made untruthful 
statements about the reasons he obtained anabolic steroids. Caruso initially 
denied obtaining steroids for the purpose of body building. In a follow-up 
interview Caruso admitted he obtained anabolic steroids as part of a body¬ 
building program. He also admitted injecting himself with steroids. 

On July 4, 1990, Officer Caruso was a passenger in a police vehicle that was 
involved in a collision. Caruso did not report the damage to the vehicle. This 
vehicle. Unit 1207, was left in service even though it presented an immediate 
safety hazard to fellow officers and citizens. 


On July 6, 1990, Officer Caruso made untruthful statements, written and verbal, 
to his immediate supervisor, and Traffic officers investigating the collision 
that occurred on July 4, 1990. Based on these statements inaccurate police 
reports were filed. 
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CON CLUSION (Continued) 


Officer Peter J. Caruso has violated Civil Service Rule XI, Section 3(d), in 
that he violated the following lawful or official regulation: 

A. Department Policy 9.3, Obedience to Laws, in that he violated Health and 
Safety Code Section 11354(b) by obtaining steroids for the purposes of body 
building. 

B. Department Policy 9.29, Truthfulness, in that he made untruthful statements 
to Sergeant Joel Bryden concerning his use of steroids. During the 
interview with Sergeant Bryden of March 23, 1990, he denied obtaining 
steroids to assist in a body building program. Also during this interview 
he denied injecting himself with steroids. In a follow-up interview on 
July 20, 1990, Caruso admitted obtaining steroids for the purpose of body 
building. Also during the follow-up interview Caruso admitted injecting 
himself with steroids. 

On July 6, 1990, he made untruthful written and verbal statements to his 
immediate supervisor. Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, concerning the police 
equipment accident which occurred on July 4, 1990. He also gave untruthful 
written and verbal statements to the investigating Traffic officers. 


Previous disciplinary actions include: 



In each of the above mentioned incidents Caruso was counselled that any further 
violations of Department Policies or Procedures would result in more severe 
disciplinary action. 


Attached are the following documents and materials: 

1. Officers John Smith and Peter Caruso's Daily Activity Journal, dated 
July 4, 1990. 

2. Collision Report, dated July 6, 1990, written by Officer D. Jennes, 

I.D. #3594, and S. Thompson, I.D. #3746, detailing the Police Equipment 
Collision of July 4, 1990. 
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CONCLUSION (Continued) 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


8 . 

9. 


10 . 


11 . 


12 . 


13. 


14 . 


Vehicle Damage Report, form RM-1551, completed by Officer John Smith, on 
July 6, 1990. 

Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, completed 
by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 7, 1990. 


ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer Caruso, dated July 9, 1990. 

ARJIS-9 Report written by Officer John Smith, dated July 9, 1990. 

Vehicle Damage Report, written by dated July 12, 1990. 

Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Caruso and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 

Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 13, 1990. 

Review of Materials Policy, signed by Officer Smith and Sergeant O'Hanlon, 
dated July 24, 1990. 


Amended Collision Report completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated 
July 28, 1990, detailing the collision of July 4, 1990. 

Amended Supervisor's Vehicle Accident Investigation Report, form RM-1567, 
completed by Sergeant Richard O'Hanlon, dated July 24, 1990. 


Internal Affairs Investigation #90-003, completed 07-25-90, by Sergeant Joel 
Bryden which includes all related materials. 

San Diego Police Department Training Bulletin #89-2, Anabolic Steroids, 
dated April 4, 1989, written and prepared by Special Agent Joe Kenney, 
California Department of Justice, Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement. 
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CONCLUSION (Continued) 

The tape recorded interviews of Officers Smith and Caruso as well as the 
Communications tape of incident #B6548 will be maintained by Sergeant Richard 
O'Hanlon. 

Appropriate disciplinary action is recommended. 



Richard M. O'Hanlon, Sergeant 
Northern Beach Enforcement Team 
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SAN OIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


z 


/v 


PAGE 



FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND/OR CITY ATTORNEY OF SAN DIEGO 


POLICE EQUIPMENT ACCIDENT 
DATA SHEET 


DATE: 


Woo LOCATION: 


WEATHER: 


DAY OF WEEK: 


NAME AND I.D. 


DATE OF HIRE: 


YEARS: 


DATE OF BIRTH: 


WATCH/DIVISION: 


BEAT: 


UNIT NUMBER: 
C.D.L.: 


DAYS WORKED THIS WEEK: 
HOURS WORKED TODAY: 


SEAT BELT: 


>At' KA B-g p^tL-O^ Vt*i OfV 


HARNESS: A LAP BELT: 


#1 PASSENGER: 


SEAT BELT: 


NAME: 

CAZoS O 


ffOFFiCEK -- uviLi'AN: 


C{O0^ 


HARNESS: A. LAP BELT: 


#2 PASSENGER: 


NAME: 


^OFFICER — CIVILIAN 


SEAT BELT: 


HARNESS: 


LAP BELT: 


ESTIMATE OF SPEED: 


NATURE OF CALL 


EQUIPMENT NUMBER/MILES: 


MILES: 


EMERGENCY LIGHTS: 


YELLOW ONLY: 

RED/YELLOW ONLY: _ 

ALL-RED/BLUE/YELLOW: 

SIREN: /C. 

HEADLIGHTS: ^ 

BRIGHTS: 

SPOTLIGHT: 

HORN: 


-X 


x_ 

X_ 

X- 








’^Sfl 
'^fH 1| 










SUPERVISORS VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATION REPORT 


ORIGINAL- SAFETY DIVISION 

YELLOW - CLAIMS 

GREEN - ORIGINATING DEPT. 


I. EMPLOYEE NAME (PRINT LAST. FIRST, M 

SMITH. JOHN C. 




5. JOB CLASSIFICATION 6. EMPLOYEE STATUS: SEASONAL!—] C 7 

_ . . - . PERM PART TIME □ A HOURLY □ D 

^ Police Officer II PERM pulltimeX^b LIMITED Oe 
- T. TIME IN'cCASSIF(CATION:| 9. EMPLOYED WITH CITY: lio. EXPERIENCE WITH 


Police Officer II 


LESS THAN 30 DAYS □ A LESS THAN I YEAR □ A 


I TO 3 MONTHS 
4 MOS. TO 1 YEAR 
1 TO 5 YEARS 
OVER 5 YEARS 


1 TO 5 YEARS 
6 TO 10 YEARS 
OVER 10 YEARS 


IN TRAINING 
LESS THAN 3 MOS. 
4 MOS. TO 1 YEA R 
t TO 5 YEARS 
OVER 5 YEARS 




15. ACTION OF CITY VEHICLE! (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 
PARKED CDa LEFT TURN CjF 

STOPPED IN TRAFFIC C3b RIGHT TURN ClG 

PREPARING TO STOP dc U-TURN Dh 

STARTING IN TRAFFIC □ D ROLLAWAY □ I 

MOVING FORWARD 03 E BACKING dj 


3. DEPT./DIVISION 

Police-Northern 


EMPLOYEE WORKING OVERTIME WHEN ACCIDENT 
OCCURRED? 

NO □ A EXTENDED SH IFT □ B CALL BACC 


VEHICLE! 1 1. CITY VEHICLE: 

YES}® A 

□ A NO □ B 

□ B 13. VEHICLE SIZE & TYPE (EX. TON P/U) 

□ C 

ijjD 4 door sedan 

□ E 14.VEHICLE MAKE & Y E AR (E X. FORD/1969) 

1988 Ford 


16. ACCIDENT SITE! 

YARD □ A OFF ROAD/ □ F 

STREET XlB LANDFILL 
ALLEY Dc PRIVATE PROP d G 

PARK d D FREEWAY d H 

BEACH (HE OTHER dz 


CHANGING LANES d K 

OTHER (BE SPECIFIC) d Z 


17. DAMAGE TO: (CHECK ALL THAT 
APPLY) 

CITY VEHICLE 

® A 

EMPLOYEE VEHICLE 

d B 

OTHER VEHICLE 

d C 

CITY PROPE RTY 

>53 o 

OTHER PROPERTY 

d E 


19. TYPE OF RESPONSE: 
EMERGENCY A NON-EMER. Db 

20. ACCIDENT PROPERLY REPORTED 
YES □ A NO 5? B 

21.AT TIME OF ACCIDENT HAD TRAINING BE6N GIVEN! 

WITHIN 30 DAYS D 1 MOS.TO 1 YEAR # OVER 5 YEARS d 

1 TO 6 MONTHS d 1 TO 5 YEARS d NONE GIVEN d 

22.LOCATION OF ACCIDENT: 

1100 Sea World Drive 

23- TIME OF DAY 

4-00 D A M ' 

CD p,M, 


NONE K1 A 

CITIZEN d B 

EMPLOYEE d C 

BOTH d O 


DESCRIBE HOW ACCIDENT OCCURRED, INCLUDE ANY VIOLATIONS OF CITY OR DEPT. POLICYJ ACTION OF OTHER VEHICLE, ROAD 
CONDITIONS, EQUIPMENT MALFUNCTION, ETC. (BE SPECIFIC): 


SEE ATTACHED REPORT 



PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT (WHY DID THE ACCIDENT OCCUR): 

SPEED FOR CONDITIONS 



WHAT HAS BEEN/WILL BE DONE TO PREVENT RECURRENCE (PLACE AN "X 1 ' BY ITEMS COMPLETED); 

- LISION WILL BE REVIEWED AT THE COMMAND LEVEL FOR DISPOSITION, 


WilWWIH 




































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): 
TIME (occurr.): 
LOCATION: 
SUBJECT: 


July 4, 1990 
1600 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

Supervisor's Investigation of Police Equipment Collision 


Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving police equipment number 
1207 on July 4, 1990. Officer Peter J. CARUSO #4009 was the 
passenger officer. 

Officers SMITH and CARUSO were responding to a "Cover Now" call 
at De Anza Cove at approximately 1600 hours. Traffic was extremely 
congested on Sea World Drive due to the July 4th holiday. SMITH 
was driving northbound on Sea World Drive in the center island 
(painted) trying to avoid traffic. Prior to entering the island 
SMITH activiated the vehicle's emergency lights and siren. 

SMITH proceeded northbound on Sea World Drive and was approaching 
the I-S overpass. As SMITH approached the south edge of the bridge 
there is a raised ashalt island. SMITH was driving over thirty(30) 
m.p.h. at this point. 

SMITH attempted to avoid the island by braking. SMITH struck the 
south edge of the island with the front end of equipment 1207. 

The unit became airborne and landed on the island. Gouge marks 
were found at the point of impact and where the undercarriage 
contacted the island. SMITH continued driving northbound on the 
island. The "Cover Now" call went "Code Four" prior to SMITH and 
CARUSO arriving. 

SMITH drove the vehicle to Mission Bay Hospital where both he 
and CARUSO "inspected" the vehicle for damage. SMITH and CARUSO 
later stated that they did not find any damage. They also stated 
that the vehicle was difficult to shift and appeared to be out of 
alignment immediately after striking the island. 

SMITH drove the vehicle until the end of his shift. (2400 hours) 

He parked the vehicle at the Northern Division station. Northern 
Division garage personnel located the damaged unit at approximate¬ 
ly 0700 on Thursday. (07-05-90) Lieutenant R. JAMES #1469 was 
notified of the damaged vehicle shortly after its discovery. 

Equipment number 1207 is assigned the the Northern Division 
Beach Enforcement Team. 

On Thursday morning, 07-05-90, Lieutenant JAMES contacted me and 
advised me of the damaged vehicle. I recall seeing SMITH and 
CARUSO drving a black and white sedan on July 4th. I do not 
recall the equipment number. 







SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): 

tlME (occurr.): 

LOCATION: 

SUBJECT: Police Equipment Collision pg. 2 


On 07-06-90 I was in the process of trying to locate SMITH and 
CARUSO’s daily activity journal for 07-04-90. I saw SMITH and 
CARUSO at the garage area of Northern. Unit number : 1207''"wasv.up 
on the rack at this time. 

j,'Officer SMITH stated at this point, "I guess I really damaged 
the car." This was at approximately 1820 hours. (SMITH and 
CARUSO were both off on Thursday, 07-06-90) A Traffic unit and 
Traffic supervisor responded to.Northern Division. The accident 
scene was located and a collision report was made. 

The damage to equipment number 1207 includes but is not limited 
to the following: bent front rims, a broken gear shift indicator, 
fractured right turn signal, front bumper damage, hood damage 
and substantial engine and undercarriage damage. 

Based on the damage to Unit number 1207 and the damage located at 
the collision scene the following conclusion is reached. 

Officer John C. SMITH was involved in a police equipment colli¬ 
sion on 07-04-90 at approximately 1600 hours. The damage to 
Unit number 1207 was of such magnitude that SMITH and his partner 
Peter J* CARUSO should have known that they were involved in 
a police equipment collision. 

c|Ofjficer John C. SMITH, the driver, failed to properly report 
the collision to a police supervisor according to established 
department policy. 


Reporting Officer Sg t.. 
Approved By 




I.D. # 2699 


Division 


N-B.E.T. 


Date of this report07-07-90 


Time 193 0 


PO-153A (tt-77l 




OFFICER'S REPORT ONLY 


SAN DIEGO REGIONAL 
OFFICER’S REPORT 
NARRATIVE 
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OFFICER'S REPORT ONLY ' 


SAN DIEGO REGIONAL 
OFFICER'S REPORT 
NARRATIVE 
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DAMAGE REPORT 


Date: | O-Cfo 


Year: Make: Vol.K _ Model: CeM-J'aza’.o. MK Q. 

v " 1# <3£PB8Tz2Eh3X \1o2CS3S License# E-oqi93o 


, tie K\£TAU FaA Si 


Page I of 


Mileage: ©£ 


4Mw 


DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE 


<&s° 


Se 









" " vLtr 



T&.S6 























TOTALS ► 


FRONT 




5.\ 


PARTS PRICE 


* / o)o) 


THE CITY OF 

SAN DIEGO 

(a 5)417 a id 

RHffllSS 3 I SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
\j\330 12thAvenue 
\&£Sp£fj%y Sen Diego, California 92101 


Telephone: 



PAINT LABOR I HRS.@$ U UIS3 


MECH. LABOR ^.3 HRS -@* _V : F\- 


SUPPLIES J ’“y, 


SUBLET 

$ 

TOWINO 

i* 


TOTAL 


$9MS38> 


PD-1074 (2-38) 
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nnEHMAL AFEHE3S 


RFTUTW OF MA TTO -TAIS POLICY 


During the Administrative portion of ar. Internal Affairs investicai 
officers are entitled tc review all ncn-ccsfidential infomatlcn cb 
Internal Affairs investigators crier to being interviewed. 


icn, subject 
tained by 


All inf ematfen , includes ncn-confidential citinen c erg laint farm, invest, 
notes, tare recorded interviews, witness statame.nts and pantographs. Th-’s 
does net apply if an officer is the subject cf a criminal investigahicn. 




to review Internal Affairs material csss net include the rig: 
, tare record cr cake nctas for the curycsa cf removing said 
ntamai Affairs tJriit. 


■T!~_ 


abject officers will, if subject to disc 
ffairs materials (except tare recorded i 
ricr to cr during the impasiticr. cf disc 
ry of a tape recorded interview through 


inline, be given a copy cf all Lot err. a 
ntervisws) by their Commanding Officer 
inline. Subject officers may recuast 
their Commanding Cf finer. 



7 /on 


r» rr 





iuSTZZIlAJC AF7ILE?- 
























SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): July 4, 1990 


TIME (occurr,): 

LOCATION: 

SUBJECT: 


2230 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

AMENDED REPORT-Police Equipment Accident-Officer John C. SMITH ID 4047 


"FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND/OR THE CITY ATTORNEY" 

The original traffic report submitted by Officers JENNES #3594 and THOMPSON #3746 
concerning the police equipment accident with Officer John C. SMTIH #4047 must 
be amended for the following reasons: 

1. The original report lists the time of the accident as 1801 hours. Further 
investigation revealed that the accident occurred at 2230 hours. 

2. The initial report indicates that SMITH was driving in a "CODE 'THREE" 
response to a "COVER NOW" call at De Anza Cove. In fact, SMITH was 
driving through the center island with his red and yellow lights only 
when the collision occurred. SMITH was enroute to the Northern Division 
station when he struck the island. SMITH was NOT responding to any radio 
call. SMITH was driving through the island to avoid traffic that had backed 
up on Sea World Drive due to the Fourth of July fireworks. 

The investigation into the collision is continuing. Also the fact that the 
accident was not properly reported is being investigated. 

Appropriate disciplinary action will be recommended for Officers SMITH and 
CARUSD for their involvement in this incident. 

A revised collision report, dated 7-28-90 is attached. 


"FOR THE E 

n 

Reporting Officer 
Approved By 



IEF OF POLICE AND/OR THE CITY ATTORNEY" 


Sergeant I - D - # 2699 


DivisionN-B .E .T. 


Date of this report7-28r90 


Time 1800 


PO-1S3A (1 1-77) 




s9s%z2>i)d £ZJ /&E'/ s aALT 


■SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT TRAFFIC COLLISION REPORT 


PRIMARY CAUSE 


SPEED 
rinu 22350 


NO. INJURED 
0 

NO. KILLED 



Pago -of —/— 


COLLISION NUMBER 


OFFICER I D. # 

2699 


COLLISION OCCURREO ON MO. , DAY 1 YR. TIME 

1100 Sea World Strive bet. Pacific Hwy. 07 | 04 ] 90 2230 

INJURY, FATAL OR TOW AWAY 

a nr! T-5 □ yes E 


DAY OF WEEK 

SMTJJITFS 


and 1-5 




feet/miles west nF WCL of S/B 1-5 on-ramp 


CLASS OF COLLISION 

CD 1. Fatal O 1. At Inter- 

r—i r~I section 

□ 2 , niurv DU 2. Not at 

* ' m|ury r—, Intersection 

pi , „ „ l_l 3. On Public 

fee 3. Prop. Dnmage Property _ 

Only l_J 4. op Private 

PrODertv 


INVESTIGATED 


FOR OFFICE USE 


one 


FOR OFFICE USE 


STATE HIGHWAY RELATED 

O YES 

[3 NO 

PHOTOGRAPHS 


m YES 

D NO 


S AT 

SCENE 


STREET □ NOT AT 


IMD. FORM SENT 


icmaiasiE 





DRIVER NAME (FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST) 

)6c JOHN CIM.ES SMITH #4047 


STREET ADDRESS 

’ Northern Beach Team N-9 


LICENSE NUMBER STATe 

E091830 #1207 CA 


OWNER S NAME/ADDRESS □ SAME AS ORIVER 

City of San Diego, 2010 2nd Ave. Suite 800 


1401 Broadwa 


DIR. OF ON STREET OR HIGHWAY j SPEED | SPEED 

ra r 1100 SeaWorld Drive 


30 


PARKED CITY/STATE/ZIP 
VEH. 

San Diego. Ca 92101 


WEIGHT 






D MINOR 
D TOTAL 


- DESCRIBE VEHICLE OAMAGE 

|i V-1X :<x: D UNKN. D NONE D MINOR 

' ■ A ]§(MOD. D MAJOR D TOTAL 


DISPOSITION OF VEHICLE ON ORDERS OF: Q OFFICER Q DRIVER £3 OTHER 

NORTHERN POLICE GARAGE 

ViOlATiONCHARGED 


INSURANCE CARRIER 

SELF-CITY OF SAN DIEGO 


PARTY DRIVER S LICENSE NUMBER 


POLICY NUMBER 


STATE CLASS SAFETY VEH. YR. MAKE/MODEL/COLOR 
EQUIP. 


DRIVER NAME (FIRS!, MIDDLE. LAST) 

□ 


OWNER'S NAME/ADORESS □ SAME AS DRIVER 


PEOES- STREET ADDRESS 
TRIAN 


DIR. OF ON STREET OR HIGHWAY 
TRAVEL 


SPEED SPEED 
LIMIT 


PARKED CITY/STATE/ZIP 
VEH. 


HAIR 

EYES 

HEIGHT 

WEIGHT 

BIRTHDATE 






MO. OAY 

1 1 
i 

I 

YR. 


ry 


Jo 



DESCRIBE VEHICLE DAMAGE 
O liNKN. 


LJ UNKN. LJ NONE MINOR 

D MOD. O MAJOR D TOTAL 


DISPOSITION OF VEHICLE ON ORDERS OF: □ OFFICER □ ORIVER □ OTHER 


OTHER HOME PHONE 


BUSINESS PHONE 
(_) 


INSURANCE CARRIER 


POLICY NUMBER 


VIOLATION CHARGED 


SKETCH 

SEE LARGE DIAGRM 


Ot= 


INITIAL CONTACT POINT_____ 

188' 9" w of WCL 1-5 S/B on-ramp 

44’ 4” N of NCL of 1100 Sea World Drive 


PD-154 (Rev. 1-68) 



COLLISION NUMBER: 























































res □ 

SAFETY oevcce IM USE" NO Q 


TAKEN TO (INJURED ONLY) SY 


Q BELT Q HELMET 
□ CHILD RESTRAINT 


m 


SCHOOL NAME:_ 


PRIMARY CAUSE 


1. SPEED 

2. VIOLATED FED. RT. 

OF WAV 

3- VIOLATED RT. OF WAY 
AUTO 

4. PED. IN VIOLATION 
6. FOLLOWING CLOSE 

6. WRONG SIDE OF fTD. 

7. IMPROPER PASSING 

8. IMPROPER TURN 

9. DISREGARDED STOP 

10. DISREGARDED TRAP. 
SIGNAL 

11. IMPROPER SIGNAL 

12. IMPROPER START 

13. NO LIGHTS 

14. OTHER* - 


VEHICLE DEFECTS 


OTHER ASSOCIATED FACTORS 


VC SECTION 
1. VIOLATION _ 


VC SECTION 
2. VIOLATION _ 


VISION O0SCUREMENTS 


h?h 3< TmTI 

:: 

ii 


5. STOP AND 00 TRAFFIC 


6. MON-CONTACT VEHICLE 


7. PREVIOUS COLLISION 


fl AVOIOING OBJECT 



TYPE 


COLLISION OP MOTOR VEH. WITH 

1. RAN OFF ROAD 

_ 2. OVERTURNED IN ROAD 

_ 3. PED. 

4. MOTOR VEH. IN TRAFFIC 

6. PARKEO MOTOR VEH. 

_ 6. TRAIN 

7. BICYCLIST 

8. ANIMAL 

9. FIXED OBJECT 

_| 10. OTHER*_ 

tl. OTHER NON-COLLISION 


m 


10. NONE APPARENT 


VEHICLE ACTION 


1. GOING STRAIGHT 
AHEAD 

2. CHANGING LANES 

3. MAXING RIGHT TURN 

4. MAXING LEFT TURN 

5. MAKING U TURN 

6. SLOWING OR 
STOPPING 

7. STARTING IN 
TRAFFIC 

8. STARTING FROM 
PARKED POSITION 

9. STOPPEO IN TRAFFIC 

10. PARKED 

11. BACKING 

19 DRIVERLES3 
MOVING VEH. 


CONSTRUCTION ZONE 


1. BARRICADES PRESENT 

2. ROAO CONSTR. 

3. OTHER CONSTR. 


TRAFFIC CONTROL 


1. TRAFFIC SIGNALRINC. 

2. TRAF. SIG. MOT FUNC 

3. STOP SIGN 

4. WARNING ON YIELD 
s. flashing signal 
6. Rfl SIGNAL 


ROAD CONDITION 



1 


m 


I.D. NUMBER 

2699 


7. OFFICER OR 
WATCHMAN 

. NO CONTROL 
PRESENT 

9. OTHER’_ 


UGHT CONDITION 


1. daylight 

2. OAWN. OUSK 

3. DARKNESS 


DIVISION 


is 



GRADE:_ 


SOBRIETY - DRUG 


t. HAO NOT BEEN DRINKING 

1. H8D - UNDER INFLUENCE 

2. HBD - NOT UNDER INFLU. 

3. HBO - IMPAIRMENT UNK. 


1. UNDER DRUG INFLUENCE 

2. SOBRIETY NOT KNOWN 


TEST ADM. 


1. BLOOD/URINE 

2. BREATH 

3. COORDINATION 


PHYSICAL DEFECT 

1. D6F. EYES/HEARING 

2. PHYSICAL HANDICAP 

3. ILL 

4. SLEEPY/FATIGUED 

5 OTHER ’_ 

8. APPARENTLY NORMAL 


PED'S CONDITION 


1. HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING 

2. HAD BEEN DRINKING 
1 UNDER DRUG INFLU. 


t. PHYSICAL HANDICAP 


2. APPARENTLY NORMAL 

3. NOT KNOWN 

4. OTHER *__ 


PED’S ACTION 


1. WALKING 

2. RUNNING 

3. STANDING 

4. SITTING OR LAYING 

5. WALKING BICYCLE 
0. ON TRICYCLE 

7. ON SKATEBOARD 
B. OTHER*_ 


DATE - TIME 

7-28-90 1800 


!: 


DRIVER'S VISION OF 
PEDESTRIAN LIMITED 8Y: 


V STANDING TRAFFIC 


2. PARKED CAR OR TRUCK 


3. BUS AT BUS STOP 


4. NO STREET LIGHTS 


5. HEADLIGHT GLARE 


fl. SUN GLARE 


7. OTHER* 


PED ATTEMPTED EVASIVE ACTION 
YES □ NO D UNK Cl 


DRIVER ATTEMPTED EVASIVE ACTION 
YES □ NO □ UNK □ 


PED CROSSING IN 


1. LEGAl UNMARKED CROSSWALK 


2. MARKED CROSSWALK 


3 MARKED SCHOOL CROSSWALK 


4. NOT IN CROSSWALK 


5. OTHER*_ 


WHERE WAS PED STRUCK? 


1. IN ROADWAY AT INTERSECTION 


2. IN ROADWAY NOT AT INTERSECTION 


3. IN ALLEY 


4. ON SIDEWALK 


5. ON SHOULDER 


6. OTHER*_ 


WHAT WAS PED DOING? 


1 CROSSING WITH SIGNAL 

2. CROSSING AGAINST SIGNAL 

3. CROSSING UNSIGNALIZED INTERSECTION 

4. CROSSING INT. OIAGONALLY 

5. WALKING ALONG ROAD: 

A. FACING TRAFFIC 

fl. NOT FACING TRAFFIC 
a GETTING ON/OFF VEHICLE 

7 PUSHING OR WORKING 
ON VEHICLE 

8 OTHER WORKING IN ROAD 
9. GOING TO OR FROM BUS 
in GOING TO OR FROM 

ICE CREAM VENDOR 

11. PLAYING IN STREET 

12. PLAYING NEXT TO STREET 
ACCIDENTLY ENTERED 
STREET 

14. ENTERING BEHIND 
PARKEO VEHICLE 
IS OTHER* _ 


APPR 



























































































































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION INTERVIEWS 


(Driver/ Passenger/Witness) 


Pg 3^_of\0 


COLLISION LOCATION 

1100 Sea World Drive 


W- 04-90 2&0 


□ occup. John c. SMITH #4047 


1401 Broadway San Diego 



One This interview was conducted on 7-24-90 at approximately 1330 hours. 


SMITH stated essentiallvvthe following: 


VP 

I was driving. The accident happened about 10:30 PM. We were heading into the station 


after we had left the command post. The traffic on Sea World Drive was real heavy. I was 


driving through the center island to get around traffic. I was not responding to a call. 


I had my yellow amber on and the red light to the front on. I was tapping the siren. 


I hit the island just before 1-5. I drove straight to the station. I looked at the 


car at the station. I didn’t notice any damage. This was about 11115 PM. 


I was going about 30 mph when I hit the island. 



U DRIVER NAME 

E occur. 

□ WIT. 


Peter J. CARUSO #4009 


1401 Broadway San Diego 



This interview was conducted on 7-24-90 at approximately 0730 hours. 


John was driving. We were heading into the station. Traffic was real heavy because of 


the fireworks . We were going about 30 mph. We hit the raised center island around 1-5. 


We parked the car near the car wash. I looked at the front of car and didn't see any damage. 


We were not going to a cover call. 



PD-156A (Rav. 1-87) 


(USE ANOTHER FORM 156A IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED FOR INTERVIEWS) 


COLL. NO. 

































SAN 01 EGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION INTERVIEWS 

(Driver/Passenger/ Witn ess) 


Pg 


of 


) 


COLLISION LOCATION 

1100 Sea World Drive 



This interview' was conducted over the telephone on 7-9-90 at approximately 


1410 hours. 


stated essentially the following: 


I was with 


We were on Sea World Drive heading towards the freeway. I was about 


10:30 PM. It was after the fireworks and traffic was really backed up. I was in the fast 


lane, (N-l). I had my windows down. I saw flashing lights. I did not hear a siren. 


The police car was going about 50 mph. I heard a skid and saw them hit the island. They 
went airborne. When they hit the ground two hubcaps came off the- car. I thought they 


might have hit a sign, 'but I can't swear to it. 



PD-156A (Rev. 1-87} 


(USE ANOTHER FORM 1S6A IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED FOR INTERVIEWS) 


COLL NO. 


































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION SUMMARY 

Pg _Ja_ of ..I D . . 


COLLISION LOCATION 


DATE 


TIME 


1100 Sea World Drive 


7-4-90 


E230 


PERSON CITED 

DATE OF BIRTH 

CHARGE 

APPEARANCE DATE 

PERSON CITED 

DATE OF BIRTH 

CHARGE 

APPEARANCE DATE 


OFFICER'S CONCLUSIONS: i summarize the collinv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 


Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving Unit #1207, a marked police sedan, California 

license E091830. Officer Peter J. CARUSO #4009 was the passenger officer. _ 

SMITH was driving e/b on Sea World Drive at approximately 2230 hours. _ 


The weather was cool and clear. The roadway surfaces were free from visable debris. 

Tr affic was very heavy due to the holiday and associated firework displays. 1100 _ 

Sea World Drive is a two-laned roadway. At the time of this incident both of the 
e/b lanes were full of traffic. _ 


SMITH was enroute to the Northern substation to secure from his shift. SMITH 


activated his rear amber and front red light. SMITH drove into the simulated island 
to avoid the traffic congestion. SMITH would occasionally tap his vehicle's siren. 
SMITH was not responding to any emergency radio call. _ 


As SMITH was driving e/b through the island he approached a 12" raised center _ 

median. SMITH was driving approximately 50 mph at this point. SMITH was driving at 

too great a speed to avoid striking the island. SMITH attempted evasive action by _ 

braking. SMITH'S vehicle left 30 feet of locked wheel skid prior to striking the island. 


SMITH strOux. the raised island. The force of the impact caused the vehicle to become 


airborne. The vehicle travelled approximately 20 feet before landing on the 



PO-ISS ( REV . 1 - 07 ) (USE ANOTHER FORM 150 IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED FOR SUMMAPY/NARRATIVE) 


i 

i 

i 

J 

i 

i 

i 

































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 


COLLISION SUMMARY 

Pg _£e of ZZ 


COLLISION LOCATION 

DATE 

TIME 

1100 Sea World Drive 

7-4-90 

2230 


OFFICER'S CONCLUSIONS: (summarize the coll. inv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 


raised median. 


Gouge marks were found at the point of impact and on the median where the undercarriage 
struck the median. SMITH continued to drive on the median until he reached the I-S off-ramp 
traffic signal. SMITH drove off the median and proceeded n/b on 1-5. 

SMITH drove the vehicle to the Northern station where he parked the vehicle adjacent 


the the car wash. SMITH and CARUSO examined the vehicle but indicated that they did 


not notice any damage. 


Jarage mechanic 


attempted to drive Unit #1207 at 0700 on 7-5-90. 


was 


noticed that the vehicle A difficult to steer and that the rearview mirror was 


missing. Unit 1207 was placeion a hoist where substantial damage was located. The damage 
included a cracked right turn lens , damaged oil pan, damaged stabilizer bars, both front 
rims were bent and dents to the hood from the engine striking it. 


Traffic Officers D. JENNES #3594, S.TOMPSON #3746 and Sergeant W. CLEM #1484 responded 
to Northern Division on 7-6-90 when Officers SMITH and CARUSO had been identified as 
the individuals who were in Unit 1207 when the damage had occurred. Officers THOMPSON, 
JENNES, SMITH, CAURO and myself went to 1100 Sea World Drive where the collision 
scene was located. This was on 7-6-90 at 2100 hours. 


Officers SMITH and CARUSO told the traffic officers (JENNES and THOMPSON) that they were 
responding to a "COVER NOW" call at De Anza Cove when the accident occurred. SMITH 


told .JENNES that he was driving through the center island while he was operating 


REPORTING OFFICER 

I.O. NUMBER 

OIVISION 

DATE AND TIME 

Richard M. O'HANLON, Sergeant 

2699 

N-9 

7-28-90 1800 
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SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

COLLISION SUMMARY 




COLLISION LOCATION 

1100 Sea World Drive 


PERSON CITEO 


DATE OF BIRTH 


7-4-90 2230 


APPEARANCE DATE 



OFFICER'S CONCLUSIONS: (summarize the coll inv. with a word picture, include ALL evidence necessary to support charge.) 


his emergency lights and siren when he struck the raised median. SMITH and CARUSO 


told the investigating units that the collision occurred at approximately 1800 


hours. 


Further investigation revealed that the collision occurred at 2230 hours a Officer 


SMITH was not properly operating his emergency equipment when the collision occurred. 



(THE COLLISION DIAGRAM FROM THE INITIAL REPORT, DATED 7-6-90 BY OFFICER TH)MPSON #3746 


IS ACCURATE AS TO THE ICP AND MEASUREMENTS. IT WILL ALSO BE USED IN THIS REPORT) 



COLL. NO. 
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SKID-SPEED INFORMATION: 


DESCRIPTION OF ROADWAY 


TYPE OF ROAD/CON DlTION s 


SKID DATA 


CENTRIFUGAL SCUFF 


HOAD CONSTRUCTION; 


DIRECT ION /GRADE 



PHOTOS 
TAKEN7 . 


POLAROID: 


HOW WAS I.C.P. ESTABLISHED?: 


DRAG FACTOR: TEST SKID 


CALCULATIONS/DESCRIPTION OF DIAGRAM: 


SYMBOLS 


A. « DRAG FACTOR 
S « SPEED MPH 
V * SPEED FPS 

0 » DISTANCE SKID LENGTH(F7.) 


g-« GRAVITATIONAL , 

CONSTANT P2.2FES J V* 

// - - 

C- CHORO 2 t d 


M a MIDDLE ORDINATE 


V s TJ2 lAd 


FORMULAS _ CENTRIFUGAL SCUFF EXAMPLE 

C ^Tl ARC SHAPED 

FPSX1S _ Mr[ t SCUFF MARK^—-j 

_ 22 


25 FT. CHORD MIDDLE ORDINATE 


MPHX22 


































































CAUSE ANALYSIS EMPLOYEE AND VEHICLE INFORMATION 



SUPERVISORS VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATION REPORT 


ORIGINAL - SAFETY DIVISION MS 27A 

YELLOW -CLAIMS 

GREEN - ORIGINATING DEPT. 




2. SOCIAL SECURITY N UMBER J 3. DEPT./D! VISION 

Police-Northern 



5. JOB CLASS! FICATtON 6. EMPLOYEE STATUS! SEASONAL LJ 7. EMPLOYEE WORKING OVERTIME WHEN ACCIDENT 

PERM PART TIME □ HOURLY □ OCCURRED7 

Police Officer II PERM FULL TIME SP LIMITED □ NO O EXTENDED SHIFT □ CALL BACK ED 


a. TIME IN CLASSIFICATION! 0. EMPLOYED WITH CITYi (0. EXPERIENCE WITH VEHICLE) 


LESS THAN 30 DAYS □ 
1 TO 3 MONTHS □ 

4 MOS. TO 1 YEAR □ 

t TO S YEARS jg? 

OVER B YEARS □ 


LESS THAN I YEAR □ 

I TO B YEARS K) 

8 TO 10 YEARS □ 

OVER 10 YEARS □ 


tS. ACTION OF CITY VEHICLE) (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 
PARKED □ LEFT TURN □ 

STOPPED IN TRAFFIC CD RIGHT TURN □ 

PREPARING TO STOP □ U-TURN □ 

STARTING IN TRAFFIC □ ROLLAWAY □ 

MOVING FORWARD K) BACKING □ 


IN TRAINING 
LESS THAN 3 MOS. 
4 MOS. TO I YEAR 
I TO B YEARS 
OVER B YEARS 


CHANGING LANES 
OTHER (BE SPECIFIC) 


13. VEHICLE SIZE a< TYPE (EX. % TON P/U ) 

4 door sedan 


I 4.VEHICLE MAKE S; YEAR |E.G.FORD/1969) 

1988 Ford 


1 6. ACCIDENT SITE) 

STREET GJ OFFROAD CD 

ALLEY O LANOFILL □ 

PARK □ PRIVATE PROP □ 

BEACH CD CITY YARD CD 

FREEWAY CD OTHER CD 


1 7. DAMAGE TO) (CHECK ALL THAT 18. INJURIES: 
APPLY) 

CITY VEHICLE ED NONE §j 

EMPLOYEE VEHICLE □ CITIZEN C 

OTHER VEHICLE " CD EMPLOYEE C 

CITY PROPERTY □ BOTH C 

OTHER PROPERTY CD 


I 9. TYPE OF RESPONSE! 20. ACCIDENT PROPERLY REPORTED 

EMERGENCY CD NON-EMER. □£ YES CD NO CS 


21. AT TIME OF ACCIDENT HAD TRAINING BEEN GIVEN) 

WITHIN 30 DAYS CD 8 MOS. TO I YEAR KK OVER 3 YEARS CD 
1 TO 8 MONTHS □ I TO BYEARS CD NONE GIVEN CD 


22.LOCATION OF ACCIDENT! 


1100 Sea World Drive 


DESCRIBE HOW ACCIDENT OCCURRED, INCLUDE ANY VIOLATIONS OF CITY OR DEPT. POLICY) ACTION OF OTHER VEHICLE. ROAD 
CONDITIONS, EQUIPMENT MALFUNCTION, ETC. (BE SPECIFIC)! 

SEE ATTACHED REPORT 


THIS REPORT IS A REVISION OF THE SUPERVISOR'S REPORT SUBMITTED 07-07-90. 



WHAT HAS BEEN/WILL BE DONE TO PREVENT RECURRENCE 

VIEWED AT THE C0NMAND LEVEL FOR DISP0STI0N 

































SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR'S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): j uly 4> 1990 


TIME (occurr.): 

LOCATION: 

SUBJECT: 


2250 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

Supervisor's Investigation of Police Equipment Collision 


Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving police equipment number 1207 on July 4, 
1990. Officer Peter J. CARUSO #4009 was the passenger officer. 

Officers SMITH and CARUSO were headed to the Northern Division substation to 

secure from their shift. Traffic was extremely congested on Sea World Drive 

due to the holiday and associated firework displays. Traffic for both lanes 

of eastbound Sea World Drive . basically gridlocked. 

were & 

SMITH was proceeding eastbound on Sea World Drive. As SMITH encountered the 
congestion he drove into the simulated center island. The island is delineated 
by double yellow lines. As SMITH entered the island he activated his rear flash¬ 
ing yellow light and front red light of the vehicle's overhead light bar. SMITH 
was driving approximately 30-35 mph at this point. This was at 2230 hours. 


SMITH was NOT responding to an emergency radio call or any other call for service. 

As SMITH proceeded through the island he encountered a raised asha1tic center 
median. SMITH was drving too fast to avoid striking this median. The front 
of Unit #1207 struck the median. SMITH and CARUSO were travelling with suffici- 
ant speed to cause the vehicle to become airborne. The vehicle travelled for 
approximately 20 feet befor landing on the median. 

The force of the landing caused the vehicle to "bottom out”. This action caused 
the undercarriage to strike the median. SMITH proceeded through the median. 

SMITH drove off of the median and took the northbound 1-5 onramp. SMITH drove 
Unit #1207 to Northern where he parked it near the car wash. 


Both CARUSO and SMITH stated that they examined the vehicle for damage when 
they arrived at Northern. Both CARUSO and SMITH stated that they did not see 
any damage. CARUSO and SMITH stated that the steering of the vehicle was "off" 
as they were driving to the substation. This was at approximately 2300 hours. 

On Thursday morning, 07-05-90, at approximately 0700 hours, Northern Division 
garage personnel located the damaged vehicle. Lieutenant R. JAMES #1469 was 
advised of the damaged vehicle.shortly after its discovery. 


Equipment number 1207 is a pool car that is normally assigned to the Northern 
Division Beach Enforcement Team. 


On Thursday morning, 07-05-90, Lieutenant JAMES contacted me and advised me of 
the damaged vehicle. I recall seeing SMITH and CARUSO drving a black and white 
sedan the evening of July 4th. I do not recall the equipment number. SMITH and 
CARUSO were off on 07-05-90. 



| /ZZ'- 

, Sergeant I.D. It 2699 


_Division N-B.E.T. 


Harp nf thic 


PD*I 53A (11-77) 





SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): 07-04-90 


TIME (occurr.): 

LOCATION: 

SUBJECT: 


2230 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

Police Equipment Collision-page two 


On 07-06-90 I was in the process of trying to locate SMITH and CARUSO'S Daily 
Activity Journal for 07-04-90. I could not locate this document. During brief¬ 
ing I asked CARUSO and SMITH where the journal was. They stated that they had 
accidentally left the journal at the lifeguard station on 07-04-90. I instruct¬ 
ed them to locate the journal and bring it to me immediately after they located 
it. (This document would contain the vehicle number that SMITH and CARUSO were 
driving on 07-04-90.) 

I saw SMITH and CARUSO talking to a mechanic at the garage area. Unit 1207 
up on the rack while SMITH and CARUSO were talking to the mechanic. SMITH 
stated at this point, "I guess I really damaged the car." This was at approx¬ 
imately 1820 hours. 

A Traffic unit and supervisor responded to Northern. These officers were D. 
JENNES #3594 and S. THOMPSON #3746. Traffic Sergeant W. CLEM #1184 also responded 
to Northern Division. 

The damage to Unit 1207 includes but is not limited to the following: bent front 
rims, broken gear shift indicator, fractured right turn lens, front bumper damage, 
hood damage, and substantial engine, frame and undercarriage damage. 

The collision scene was located at 1100 Sea World Drive. The initial contact 
point was determined by the gouge mark found on the raised ashalt median. 

Officers SMITH and CARUSO'-told the traffic units that they were reponding to a 
"COVER NOW" call at De Anz/\ Cove at approximately 1800 hours when they struck 
the median. SMITH stated that he was driving with his emergency equipment 
activiated. Officer CARUSO verified this statement. Both CARUSO and SMTIH 
wrote written reports, ARJIS 9's, about how the accident happened. These reports 
were included in the collision report made by Officers JENNES and THOMPSON. 

Subsequent investigation revealed that SMITH and CARUSO's verbal and written 
statements as to the time and manner of the accident were untruthful. 

I have prepared an "AMENDED" collision report which will be forwarded. 

Based on the damage to Unit 1207 and the damage located at the collision scene 
the following conclusion is reached: 

Officer John C. SMITH #4047 was driving in an unauthorized manner, yellow 
and red lights only, when he struck the raised center median. Officer SMITH 
gave an untruthful) statment to myself, verbal and written, and to the traffic 
officers as to the time and manner of the collision. Officer SMITH was driving 
a police unit in an unsafe manner to avoid traffic congestion while enroute 
to secure reponding to an emergency or any other call 

Keporting Off .Sergeant I.D. # 2699 _ Division^ - ® -E.T. 

Approved By _Date of this report 07-29-90_Time 12&^ 


PO-l S3 A (11-77 







SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT 


DATE (occurr.): 
TIME (occurr.): 
LOCATION: 
SUBJECT: 


July 4, 1990 
2230 hours 

1100 Sea World Drive 

Police Equipment Collision-page three 


when the collision occurred. Officer SMITH was also untruthful'as to the time 
and manner of the collision on form RM-1551 (Vehicle Damage Report). Based on 
the damage to Unit 1207 Officer SMITH should have reasonably know that he was 
involved in a police equipment collision. SMITH failed to properly report 
the accident to a police supervisor according to established police proceedures. 

Officer CARUSO gave untruthful statements, verbal and written, to myself and 
the traffic officers. Officer CARUSO should have reasonably known that he and 
his partner, John SMITH, were involved in a police equipment collision and should 
have reported the collision to a police supervisor. CARUSO's untruthful state¬ 
ments were given on 07-06-90, when the initial police equipment collision report 
was completed. 



Approved By 


Date of this report 07-^9-90 _ Time i^OO 


PO-I S3 A |1 1-77) 





CITY of SAN DIEGO 
MEMORANDUM 


FILE NO: 385 

DATE: August 1, 1990 

TO: Sergeant R. O'Hanlon, Northern Division 

FROM: Detective J. A. Stewart, Traffic Investigations 

SUBJECT: RE: Equipment #1207 


On July 11, 1990, I inspected Police Equipment #1207 at the request of 
Sergeant R. O'Hanlon. The purpose of the inspection was to determine if 
the damage to this car was of the nature that would be readily apparent to 
the driver. In addition Sergeant O'Hanlon asked me to see if I could find 
any damage that was consistent with the car hitting a metal sign pole. 

The damage to this car was rather severe. The force of the impact 
dislodged the motor from its mounts, forcing it up and causing two (2) 
dents in the hood. The suspension and transmission linkage also sustained 
severe damage. After inspecting the car I formed the opinion that it would 
be reasonable to conclude amy driver would be aware of the damage. 

I did not find any damage that would be consistent with impacting a sign 
pole. 

Sergeant O'Hanlon and I went to the collision scene. There I found gouges 
in the raised asphaltic concrete island that were consistent with the 
damage on Unit 1207. There was a portion of metal sign post on the island 
that was in the path of the car. The break in this portion was old as 
evidenced by an accumulation of dirt and rust. It is my opinion, this sign 
pole was not involved in this incident, 
photographed the scene and gave the fil 


JS:lk 


When I completed the inspection I 



Detective J. A. Stewart 
Traffic Investigation Unit 


i 


JS.2175,,117 
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ANABOLIC STEROIDS 


April 4, 1989 


Anabolic steroids are synthetic derivatives of the male hormone, 
testosterone. As such, anabolic steroids mimic the testosterone in the 
body by producing both anabolic (to build up) and androgenic (male like) 
effects on the body. 

Anabolic steroids were developed in the 1930's and were primarily used to 
rebuild the body weight of concentration camp survivors following World War 
II. Anabolic steroids gained wider recognition in the 1950-1960's when 
they were used to enhance athletic performance, initially in weight 
lifting. Anabolic steroids come in tablet and liquid form and are taken 
orally and intramuscularly. 

LEGAL 


Anabolic steroids are controlled substances under the California Uniform 
Controlled Substances Act and are listed as Schedule III drugs in Section 
11056(f) of the Health and Safety Code, as of January 1, 1987. 

The unlawful possession of anabolic steroids is a misdemeanor under Section 
11377(b) H&S, unless there is a prior conviction for the same offense. 
Possession for sale is a felony under Section 11378 H&S and the illegal 
sales of anabolic steroids is a felony under Section 11379 H&S. Further, 
doctors, pharmacists and veterinarians who sell, furnish, administer, 
dispense and/or prescribe anabolic steroids for narcissistic body building 
purposes are violating Sections 11153(a) and 11154(a) H&S (felonies). 

SCOPE/SOURCE 

The use of anabolic steroids has crossed over into the general population 
in epidemic proportions. The Food and Drug Administration estimates there 



I - Finaject 

0 - Maxibolin (Ethylestrenol) 

I - Parabolan 
0 - Primabolan 
I - Testosterone Cypionate 
I - Winstrol V (Stanozolol) 

0 - Winstrol 

Note: I - Indicates injectables 

0 - Indicates tablets (orals) 

ESTABLISHED SIDE EFFECTS 


Acne 

Cancer 

High Cholesterol 

Water Retention 

Heart Disease 

Liver Disease 

Male Pattern Baldness 

Shrunken Testicles 

Yellowing of the eyes or skin 

Aggressive, combative behavior (Roid Rage) 

S YMPTOMS OF AN ABOLIC STE RO ID ABUSE 

Puffy Face 

Severe Ache (face, chest, upper back & thighs) 
Increased Weight Gain Over Short Period of Time 
Mood Swings with Increased Agressiveness (Roid Rage) 
Yellowing of Skin/Eyes 
Spotted, Dark Skin 
Profuse Sweating 

AN ABOLIC STE R OID SLANG 

Roids, Sauce, Juice 
Roidal 
Roid Rage 
Cycl e 
Stacking 

Joy Rider 
Cut 

Buffed 

Darts/Points 
TRENDS 


Anabolic steroids 

User of steroids 

Steroid induced violent outburt 

Time on steroids, usually 6-8 wks. 

Using multiple steroids at once 

(injectables/tablets) 

User of steroids for appearance only 
Clearly defined muscles 
Large with big muscles 
Needles 


Illegal anabolic steroid dealers are starting to employ techniques used by 
traditional drug dealers; pagers, cellular phones, codes, use of public 
phones, counter-surveillance techniques', . N money laundering through gyms and 
other body building related businesses artd runners/go-betweens. 


are 2-3 million anabolic steroid users in the United States that generates 
a 500 million dollar annual blackmarket. 

The taking of anabolic steroids to build the body and enhance personal 
appearance, known as the narcissistic body building syndrome, has surpassed 
the use of anabolic steroids to improve athletic performance. 

The sources for illegal anabolic steroids are smuggling, counterfeiting and 
diversion. 

Smuqqlinq 

California is the recipient of the majority of smuggled anabolic steroids 
and serves as a transfer point for the rest of the nation. San Diego, 
because of it's proximity to Mexico, is known as the anabolic steroid 
"mecca". The majority of smuggled steroids are either bogus or diluted 
versions of the real thing. 

The smuggling of anabolic steroids from Canada is very active, showing a 
growing trend towards smuggling European anabolic steroids. 

The smuggling activity range from organized, large-scale operations, such 
as the David Jenkins Organization, to individuals bringing across "personal 
use" amounts of anabolic steroids. 

Counterfeiting 

Anabolic steroids are being produced in clandestine labs resulting in a 
questionable product quality. However, some of the counterfeit steroids 
mirror the original product both in packaging and appearance so that it is 
difficult to distinguish the difference. 

Div ersio n 

Sources for pharmaceutical anabolic steroids are highly desirable and much 
sought after by steroid users. Consequently, some doctors, vets and 
pharmacists use their drug enforcement administration numbers to obtain 
legitimate anabolic steroids which they then divert to the blackmarket at 
substantial markups. 

The diversion of anabolic stoids accounts for approximately thirty-three 
(33) percent of the blackmarket. 

COMMON ANABOLIC STEROIDS 


0 - Anavar (Oxandrolone) 

0 - Anadrol (Oxymetholone) 

I - Bolasterone 

I - Deca-Durabolin (Nandrolone decanoate) 
I - Durabolin (Nandrolone Phenropionate) 

I - Dianabol (AKA:D-Bol) Banned'-in U.S. 

I - Human Chorionic Gonadotropin (HCG) 

I - Equipoise s 



There is also indication that steroid dealers are forging alliances with 
established cocaine distribution networks. Further, steroid abusers engage 
in poly-drug use by taking anti-biotics to treat the severe acne diuretics 
to combat bloating, stimulants (Tenuate, Fasting), codeine compounds for 
pain management and valium to reduce stress/anxiety. (Take the edge off.) 

It is clear that anabolic steroids have joined tabacco, alcohol and 
marijuana as gateway drugs. 


If you have questions or cases/arrests involving anabolic steroids, please 
contact Special Agent J ^^j^^^^V^rnia Department of Justice, Bureau 


of Narcotic Enforcement 


This Training Bulletin was prepared and written by Special Agent 
Joe Kenney, Department of Justice. 



